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EXam Structure

Paper 1: Living with the

physical environment
What's assessed

3.1.1 The challenge of
natural hazards, 3.1.2 The
living world, 3.1.3 Physical
landscapes in the UK, 3.4
Geographical skills

+

Paper 2: Challenges in the K
human environment

What's assessed

3.2.1 Urban issues and
challenges, 3.2.2 The
changing economic world,
3.2.3 The challenge of
resource management, 3.4
Geographical skills

Paper 3: Geographical
applications
What's assessed

3.3.1 Issue evaluation, 3.3.2
Fieldwork, 3.4 Geographical
skills

How it's assessed

* Written exam: 1 hour
30 minutes

« 88 marks (including
3 marks for spelling,
punctuation, grammar
and specialist terminology
(SPaG))

+ 35% of GCSE

Questions

« Section A: answer all
questions (33 marks)

» Section B: answer all
questions (25 marks)

» Section C: answer any two
questions from questions
3, 4 and 5 (30 marks)

* Question types: multiple-
choice, short answer,
levels of response,
extended prose

EXAM DATES 2024.
Paper 1:
Paper 2:

Paper 3:

How it's assessed

« Written exam: 1 hour
30 minutes

« 88 marks (including
3 marks for SPaG)

» 35% of GCSE

Questions

+ Section A: answer all
questions (33 marks)

» Section B: answer all
questions (30 marks)

« Section C: answer
question 3 and one from
questions 4, 5 or 6
(25 marks)

» Question types: multiple-
choice, short answer,
levels of response,

extended prose

How it's assessed

« Written exam: 1 hour
30 minutes

* 76 marks (including
6 marks for SPaG)

* 30% of GCSE

+ Pre-release resources
booklet made available
12 weeks before Paper 3
exam

Questions

+ Section A: answer all
questions (37 marks)

« Section B: answer all
questions (39 marks)

+ Question types: multiple-
choice, short answer,
levels of response,
extended prose




Commanec Worels

Below are the most commonly used command words for AQA GCSE Geography. Visit here for the full list:
https://www.aqga.org.uk/resources/geography/gcse/geography/teach/command-words

Too many students loose marks because they don’t understand what the command word is asking them to
do. Make sure you are familiar with the different words they could ask and what you should do in response.

Typical no. What the command word means Example of a question
of marks

Identify/State/ Find (e.g. on a photo), or give a Identify the landform in the

Name simple word or statement photo

Define 1 Give a clear meaning Define the term ‘fertility rate’

Calculate lor2 Work out Calculate the mean depth of

the river shown in Figure 2

Label lor2 Print the name of, or write, on amap  Label two features of the cliff in
or diagram Figure 4

Draw 1,20r3 As in sketch or draw a line Draw a line to complete the

graph in Figure 3

Compare 2o0r4 Identify similarities or differences (referring to a graph) Compare
the rate of population growth in
city X with city Y.

Describe 2or4 Say what something is like; identify Describe the trend shown in
trends (e.g. on a graph) Figure 1

Explain 2,4,60reven9 Give reasons why something Using examples, explain the
happens rapid growth of a mega-city

you have studied

Suggest 2o0r4 In an unfamiliar situation (e.g. a Suggest reasons for the
photo or graph), explain how or why  increase shown in the graph
something might occur, with a reason

Examine 6or9 Give reasons for, but also begin to Examine the reasons for the
judge which of the reasons is more growth of one mega-city you
important have studied

To what extent ... 6or9 Show how far you agree or disagree  To what extent do mega-
with a statement cities offer a better lifestyle for

migrants than the rural areas
they have left?

Assess 6or9 Weigh up which is most/least Assess the need for coastal
important management along a stretch
of coast you have studied
Evaluate 6or9 Make judgements about which is Evaluate the methods used
most or least effective in collecting data in your
fieldwork
Discuss 6or9 Give an overview of a situation or Discuss the ways in which
a topic where there are different climate change could be
approaches or viewpoints managed
Justify 6or9 Give reasons why you support a Justify the reasons for your

particular decision or opinion choice


https://www.aqa.org.uk/resources/geography/gcse/geography/teach/command-words

Paper 1 = Living with the Physical Environment

Question 1: The Challenge of Natural Hazards

3.1.1.1 Natural hazards
RAG/Revised?

Key idea Specification content

Natural hazards pose major Definition of a natural hazard.
risks to people and property.

Types of natural hazard.

Factors affecting hazard risk.

3.1.1.2 Tectonic hazards

Key idea Speafication content

Earthquakes and volcanic Flate tectonics theory.
eruptions are the result of
physical processes.

Global distribution of earthquakes and volcanic eruptions and their
relationship to plate margins.

Physical processes taking place at different types of plate margin
(constructive, destructive and conservative) that lead to earthquakes
and volcanic activity.

Key idea Specification content

The effects of, and responses | Primary and secondary effects of a tectonic hazard.
to, a tectonic hazard vary

between areas of contrasting
levels of wealth. Use named examples to show how the effects and responses to

a tectonic harard vary between two areas of contrasting levels of
wealth.

Immediate and long-term responses to a tectonic hazard.

Management can reduce the | Reasons why people continue to live in areas at risk from a tectonic
effects of a tectonic hazard. hazard.

How monitoring, prediction, protection and planning can reduce the
risks from a tectonic hazard.

3.1.1.3 Weather hazards

Key idea Specification content

Global atmospheric General atmospheric circulation model: pressure belts and surface
circulation helps to determine | winds.

patterns of weather and

climate.

Tropical storms (hurricanes, Global distribution of tropical storms (hurricanes, cyclones,
cyclones, typhoons) develop | typhoons).

as a result of particular

An understanding of the relationship between tropical storms and

physical conditions. = -
general atmospheric circulation.

Causes of tropical storms and the sequence of their formation and
development.
The structure and features of a tropical storm.

How climate change might affect the distribution, frequency and
intensity of tropical storms.

Tropical storms have Primary and secondary effects of tropical storms.
significant effects on people
and the environment.

Immediate and long-term responses to tropical storms.

Lse a named example of a tropical storm to show its effects and
responses.

How monitoring, prediction, protection and planning can reduce the
effects of tropical storms.

The UK is affected by a An overview of types of weather hazard experienced in the LK.
number of weather hazards.

Extreme weather events An example of a recent extreme weather event in the UK to illustrate:
in the UK have impacts on * Causes

human activity. « social, economic and environmental impacts

« how management strategies can reduce risk.

Evidence that weather is becoming more extreme in the UK.



Paper 1 = Living with the Physical Environment

3.1.1.4 Climate change

RAG/Revised? - -
/ Key idea | Specification content

Climate change is the result Evidence for climate change from the beginning of the Quaternary
of natural and human factors, | period to the present day.
and has a range of effects.

Possible causes of climate change:
+ natural factors — arbital changes, volcanic activity and solar cutput
* human factors — use of fossil fuels, agriculture and deforestation.

Overview of the effects of climate change on people and the

environment.
Managing climate change Managing climate change:
involves both mitigation « mitigation — alternative enaergy production, carbon capture,
{reducing causes) and planting trees, international agreements

adaptation (responding to

+ adaptation — change in agricultural tems, managing water
change). 2] g el Sys ging

supply, reducing risk from rising sea levels.

Question 2: The Living World

3.1.2.1 Ecosystems

Key idea Specification content

Ecosystems exist at a range | An example of a small scale UK ecosystem to illustrate the concept

of scales and involve the of interrelationships within a natural system, an understanding of
interaction between biotic producers, consumers, decomposers, food chain, food web and
and abiotic components. nutrient cycling.

The balance between components. The impact on the ecosysiem of
changing one component.

An overview of the distribution and characteristics of large scale
natural global ecosystems.

3.1.2.2 Tropical rainforests

Key idea Specification content

Tropical rainforest The physical characteristics of a tropical rainforest.

ecosystems have a range of

disiiny:zﬁve charac’teris‘tigs_ The irlﬂertiependence of climate, water, soils, plants, animals and
people.

How plants and animals adapt to the physical conditions.
Issues related to biodiversity.

Key idea Specification content

Deforestation has econaomic Changing rates of deforestation.
and environmental impacts.

A case study of a tropical rainforest to illustrate:

+ causes of deforestation — subsistence and commercial farming,
logging, road building, mineral extraction, energy development,
sattlement, population growth

* impacts of deforestation — economic development, soil erosion,
contribution to climate change.

Tropical rainforests need Value of tropical rainforests to people and the environment.
to be managed to be _ ) ) .
sustainable. Strategies used to manage the rainforest sustainably — seleciive

logging and replanting, conservation and education, ecotourism and
international agreements about the use of tropical hardwoods, debt
reduction.




Paper 1 = Living with the Physical Environment

RAG/Revised? RGERLEE Specification content

Hot desert ecosysiems The physical characteristics of a hot desert.

have a range of distinctive . ) . i

characteristics. The interdependence of climate, water, soils, plants, animals and
people.

How plants and animals adapt to the physical conditions.

Issues related to biodiversity.
Development of hot desert A case study of a hot desert to illustrate:
environments creates » development opportunities in hot desert environments: mineral
opportunities and challenges. extraction, energy, farming, tourism

« challenges of developing hot desert environments: extreme
temperatures, water supply, inaccessibility.

Areas on the fringe of Causes of desertification — climate change, population growth,
hot deserts are at risk of remaval of fuel wood, overgrazing, over-cultivation and soil erosion.
deserification.

Strategies used to reduce the risk of desertification — water and soil
management, tree planting and use of appropriate technology.

Question 3: Physical landscapes in the UK - Coasts
3.1.3.1 UK physical landscapes

Key idea Specification content
The UK has a range of An overview of the location of major upland/lowland areas and river
diverse landscapes. systems.

3.1.3.2 Coastal landscapes in the UK

Key idea Specification content

The coast is shaped by Wave types and characteristics.
a number of physical i

processes. Coastal processes:

« weathering processas — mechanical, chemical

* mass movemeant — sliding, slumping and rock falls

+ grosion — hydraulic power, abrasion and attrition

* fransportation — longshore drift

+ deposition —why sediment is deposited in coastal areas.

Distinctive coastal landforms | How geological structure and rock type influence coastal forms.
are the result of rock type,
structure and physical
processes.

Characteristics and formation of landforms resulting from erosion
— headlands and bays, cliffs and wave cut platforms, caves, arches
and stacks.

Characteristics and formation of landforms resulting from depaosition
— beaches, sand dunes, spits and bars.

An example of a section of coastling in the UK to identify its major
landforms of erosion and deposition.

Key idea Spedification content
Different management The costs and benefits of the following management strategies:
sirategies can be used o + hard enginesring — sea walls, rock armour, gabions and groynes

protect coastlines from the

+ s50ft enginesring — beach nourishment and reprofiling, dune
effects of physical processes. 9 g A 9:

regeneration
« managed retreat — coastal realignment.

An example of a coastal management scheme in the UK to show:
+ the reasons for management

+ the management strategy

+ the resulting effects and conflicts.

Question 4: Physical landscapes in the UK - Rivers

Do net answer this cuestion.



Paper 1 = Living with the Physical Environment

Questions 5: Glacial landscapes in the UK

RAG/Revised?

Ice was a powerful force in shaping the physical
landscape of the UK.

Maximum extent of ice cover across the UK
during the last ice age.

Glacial processes:

+ freeze-thaw weathering

= erosion — abrasion and plucking

+ movement and transportation — rotational
slip and bulldozing

+ deposition — why glaciers deposit
sediment (till and outwash).

Distinctive glacial landforms result from different
physical processes.

Characteristics and formation of landforms
resulting from erosion — corries, arétes,
pyramidal peaks, truncated spurs, glacial
troughs, ribbon lakes and hanging valleys.

Characteristics and formation of landforms
resulting from transportation and deposition —
erratics, drumlins, types of moraine.

An example of an upland area in the UK
affected by glaciation to identify its major
landforms of erosion and deposition.

Glaciated upland areas provide opportunities
for different economic activities, and
management strategies can be used to reduce
land use conflicts.

An overview of economic activities in glaciated
upland areas - tourism, farming, forestry and

quarrying.
Conflicts between different land uses, and
between development and conservation.

An example of a glaciated upland area in the
UK used for tourism to show:

+ the attractions for tourists
+ social, economic and environmental
impacts of tourism

+ strategies used to manage the impact of
tourism.

Revision Checklist Option 1

You could use these boxes to
keep track of your revision.
Tick one box each time you
have revised. Ideally, you
should aim to revise each
section three times.

Revision Checklist Option 2

vivl

Blo

©

You could use these boxes to rate each
section of the specification from Red ® (No
understanding) to Amber © (Some
understanding) to Green®© (Solid
understanding). You can then use this to
focus your revision on the most crucial areas.




Paper 2 = Challenges in the Human Environment

Question 1: Urban issues and challenges

Key idea

A growing percentage of the
world's population lives in
urban areas.

Specification content
The global pattern of urban changs.

Urtban trends in different parts of the world including HICs and LICs.

Factors affecting the rate of urbanisation — migration (push—pull
theory), natural increase.

The emergence of megacities.

Urban growth creates
opportunitiss and challenges
for cities in LICs and MEEs.

A case study of a major city in an LIC or MEE to illustrate:

+ the location and importance of the city, regionally, nationally and
internationally

+ causes of growth: natural increase and migration
+« how urban growth has created opportunities:

« social: access to services — health and education; access to
resources — water supply, energy

+ aconomic: how urban industrial arzas can be a stimulus for
economic development

« how urban growth has created challenges:
* manadging urban growth — slums, squatter settlements
« providing clean water, sanitation systems and energy
« providing access to services — health and education
« reducing unemployment and crime

* managing environmental issues — waste disposal, air and water
pollution, traffic congestion.

An example of how urban planning is improving the quality of life for
the urban poor.

Key idea

Specification content

Urban change in cities in
the UK lzads to a variety

of social, economic and
environmental opportunities
and challenges.

Owerview of the distribution of population and the major cities in the
UK.

A case study of a major city in the UK to illustrate:

+ the location and importance of the city in the UK and the wider
world

+ impacts of national and international migration on the growih and
character of the city
« how urban change has created opportunities:

+ social and economic: cultural mix, recreation and
entertainment, employment, integrated transport systems

« environmental: urban greening
+ how urban change has created challenges:

+ social and economic: urban deprivation, inegualities in housing,
education, health and employment

« environmental: dereliction, building on brownfield and
greenfield sites, waste disposal

+ the impact of urban sprawl on the rural-urban fringe, and the
growth of commuter setlements.

An example of an urban regeneration project to show:
+ reasons why the area needed regeneration
+ the main features of the project.

Urban sustainability requires
management of resources
and transport.

Features of sustainable urban living:
« water and energy conservation

+ waste recycling

+ creating green space.

How urban transport strategies are used to reduce traffic congestion.




Paper 2 = Challenges in the Human Environment
Question 2: The Changing Economic World

Key idea

There are global variations in
economic development and
quality of life.

Specification content

Different ways of classifying parts of the world according to their
level of economic development and quality of life.

Differant economic and social measures of development: gross
national income (GMI) per head, birth and death rates, infant
rortality, life expectancy, people per doctor, literacy rates, access to
safe water, Human Development Index (HDI).

Limitations of economic and social measures.

Link between stages of the Demographic Transition Model and the
level of development.

Causes of uneven development: physical, economic and historical.

Consaequences of uneven development: disparities in wealth and
health, internaticnal migration.

Various strategies exist
for reducing the global
development gap.

An overview of the strategies used to reduce the development
gap: investment, industrial development and tourism, aid, using
intermediate technology, fairrade, debt relief, microfinance loans.

An example of how the growth of tourism in an LIC or MEE helps to
reduce the development gap.

Some LICs and MEEs are
experiencing rapid economic
development which leads

to significant social,
environmental and cultural
change.

A case study of one LIC or NEE to illustrate:

+ the location and importance of the country, regionally and globally

+ the wider political, social, cultural and environmental context
within which the country is placed

+ the changing industrial structure. The balance between different
sectors of the economy. How manufacturing industry can
stimulate economic development

+ the role of transnational corporations (TNCs) in relation to
industrial development. Advantages and disadvantages of TNC(s)
to the host country

+ the changing political and trading relationships with the wider
world

+ international aid: types of aid, impacts of aid on the receiving
country

+ the environmental impacts of economic development

+ the effects of economic development on quality of life for the
population.

Key idea

Major changes in the
economy of the UK have
affected, and will continue to
affect, employment patterns
and regional growth.

Specification content

Economic futures in the UK:

* causes of economic change: de-industrialisation and decline of
traditional industrial base, globalisation and government policies

« moving towards a post-industrial economy: development of
information technology, service industries, finance, research,
science and business parks

+ impacts of industry on the physical environment. An example of
how modern industrial development can be more environmentally
sustainable

» social and economic changes in the rural landscape in one area of
population growth and one area of population decline

« mprovements and new developments in road and rail
infrastructure, port and airport capacity

» the north-south divide. Strategies used in an attempt to resclve
regional differences

+« the place of the UK in the wider world. Links through trade,
culture, transport, and electronic communication. Economic and
palitical links: the European Union (EU) and Commonwealth.




Paper 2 = Challenges in the Humean Environment
Question 3: The Challenge of Resource Management

Key idea Specification content

Food, water and energy The significance of food, water and energy fo economic and social
are fundamental fo human well-being.

development.

An overview of global inequalities in the supply and consumption of
resources.

Key idea Specification content

The changing demand and An overview of resources in relation to the UK.
provision of resources in the

UK create opportunities and | Food:

challenges. + the growing demand for high-value food expaoris from low income
countries and all-year demand for seasonal food and organic
produce

* larger carbon footprints due to the increasing number of food
miles’ travelled, and moves towards local sourcing of food

+ the trend towards agribusiness.

Water:

+ the changing demand for water

+ water guality and pollution management

» mafching supply and demand — areas of deficit and surplus
+ the need for transfer to maintain supplies.

Eneargy:
+ the changing energy mix — reliance on fossil fuels, growing
significance of renewables

+ reduced domestic supplies of coal, gas and oil

« gconomic and environmental issues associated with exploitation
of energy sources.

Question 4: The Challenge of Resource Management - Food

Demand for food resources is rising globally but | Areas of surplus (security) and deficit
supply can be insecure, which may lead to (insecurity):
conflict.

+ global patterns of calorie intake and food
supply

+ reasons for increasing food consumption:
economic development, rising population

+ factors affecting food supply: climate,
technology, pests and disease, water
stress, conflict, poverty.

Impacts of food insecurity — famine,
undernutrition, soil erosion, rising prices, social
unrest.

Different strategies can be used to increase Overview of strategies to increase food supply:

food supply. » irrigation, aeroponics and hydroponics,

the new green revolution and use of
biotechnology, appropriate technology

* an example of a large scale agricultural
development to show how it has both
advantages and disadvantages.

Moving towards a sustainable resource future:

+ the potential for sustainable food supplies:
organic farming, permaculture, urban
farming initiatives, fish and meat from
sustainable sources, seasonal food
consumption, reduced waste and losses

+ an example of a local scheme in an LIC
or NEE to increase sustainable supplies
of food.

Questions 5 and 6: The Challenge of Resource Management — Water & Energy

Do not answer these cuestions



Paper 3 = Geographical applications

Section A: Issues Evaluation

The material tor this section

Is releasecd at Easter.

Section B: Fieldwork

You can be tested both on your fieldwork and unseen fieldwork.

Geographical enquiry strand

Application of knowledge and understanding, and skills

1. Suitable question for
geographical enguiry

The factors that need to be considered when selecting suitable
guestions/hypothesas for geographical enquiry.

The geographical theory/concept underpinning the enquiry.

Appropriate sources of primary and secondary evidence,
including locations for fisldwork.

The potential risks of both human and physical figldwork and how
these risks might be reduced.

2. Selecting, measuring and
recording data appropriate to
the chosen enquiry

Difference between primary and secondary data.

|dentification and selection of appropriate physical and human
data.

Measuring and recording data using different sampling methods.

Description and justification of data collection methods.

3. Selecting appropriate ways
of processing and presenting
fieldwork data

Appreciation that a range of visual, graphical and cartographic
methods is available.

Selection and accurate use of appropriate presentation methods.

Description, explanation and adaptation of presentation methods

4. Describing, analysing and
explaining fieldwork data

Description, analysis and explanation of the results of fieldwork
data.

Establish links between data sets.
Use appropriate statistical technigues.

|dentification of anomalies in fieldwork data.

5. Reaching conclusions

Draw evidenced conclusions in relation to original aims of the
enquiry.

6. Evaluation of geocgraphical
enquiry

Identification of problems of data collection methods.
Identification of limitations of data collected.
Suggestions for other data that might be useful.

Extent to which conclusions were reliable.




Example Exam Questions

Paper i = Living with the Physical Environment
Question 1: The Challenge of Natural Hazards
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Define the term ‘natural hazard’ [1 mark]
Give one piece of evidence which suggests the UK’s weather is becoming more extreme [1 mark]
Outline one possible method of climate change mitigation. [2 marks]

Describe the global distribution of volcanoes and earthquakes in relation to plate boundaries [3
marks]

Explain why reducing the risks from tectonic hazards is challenging. [4 marks]
Discuss to what extent climate change is responsible for extreme weather in the UK. [6 marks]

To what extent does a country’s ability to cope with the effects of a tectonic hazard depend on its
wealth? Use examples from countries with contrasting wealth to support your answer. [9 marks]
+ 3 SPaG

Question 2: The Living World
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Describe the role of producers in an ecosystem. [1 mark]
outline one reason for the high levels of biodiversity in tropical rainforests. [2 marks]
Describe the physical characteristics of a hot desert. [3 marks]

Explain hot ecotourism can be an effective strategy in the sustainable management of tropical
rainforests. [4 marks]

‘International co-operation is the only way to protect rainforests in the future.” Discuss the extent
to which you agree with this statement. [6 marks]

‘Water supply is the most significant challenge facing development in hot deserts.” With
reference to a case study, to what extent do you agree with this statement? [6 marks]

Assess the importance of interdependence between abiotic and biotic components of a hot
desert ecosystem, [9 marks]

Questions 3 and 5: Physical landscapes in the UK

L Describe the distribution of upland and lowland areas in the UK. [4 marks]

3. Coasts

L Suggest how sea defences help to protect the coastline. [4 marks]

U Explain the formation of a spit. [4 marks]

L ‘Hard engineering strategies are effective in protecting the coast.” Do you agree with this
statement? Explain your answer. [6 marks]

5. Glaciation

Q Define the term abrasion [1 mark]

L Describe the characteristic of drumlins [4 marks]

U Explain how glaciated upland areas provide opportunities for economic activities [4 marks]

O Explain why conflicts might exist between development and conservation in upland glaciated

areas [6 marks]



Example Exam Questions

Paper 2 = Challenges in the Human Environment

Question 1: Urban issues and challenges

a
a

< Difficulty
O

What is a megacity? [1 mark]

Outline one way that international migration has led to change in the character of a named UK
city. [2 marks]

Suggest why an increasing number of megacities are located in lower income countries (LICs) or
newly emerging economies (NEEs). [2 marks]

With reference to a case study of a city in an LIC or NEE, outline its national and international
importance. [4 marks]

To what extent has urban change created opportunities in a UK city you have studied? [9 marks] +
3 SPaG marks

Evaluate the effectiveness of an urban planning strategy in helping to improve the quality of life
for the urban poor. Use an example of a city in a lower income country (LIC) or newly emerging
economy (NEE). [9 marks] + 3 SPaG marks

Question 2: The Changing Economic World
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Suggest one way microfinance loans can help to reduce the development gap. [1 mark]

Outline one way the political or trading relationship of a named LIC/NEE country with the wider
world has changed. [2 marks]

Suggest two ways that the level of economic development of a country might affect the quality of
life of its people. [4 marks]

Explain how modern industrial developments can be made more environmentally sustainable. [4
marks]

Using a case study of a LIC/NEE country, explain how manufacturing industry can encourage
economic development. [6 marks]

Suggest how one or more strategies might reduce regional differences in the UK. [9 marks]

Question 3: The Challenge of Resource Management

UO0O000Oo

Distinguish between water deficit and water surplus. [1 mark]

Outline one opportunity created by the changing demand for food in the UK. [2 marks]
Explain how food, water and energy contribute to economic and social wellbeing. [4 marks]
Explain how local food sourcing reduces carbon emissions. [4 marks]

Explain how water quality and pollution is managed in the UK. [6 marks]

Question 5: The Challenge of Resource Management - Food

(M

0O 000

< Difficulty

What is means by a sustainable food supply? [2 marks]

Describe the social and economic impacts of food insecurity. [4 marks]

Using a named example, evaluate the success of a large-scale agricultural development [6 marks]
Explain how food insecurity can lead to famine and undernutrition [6 marks]

use an example of a local scheme in an LIC/NEE to explain how sustainable supplies of food can be
increased [6 marks]



Example Exam Questions

Paper 3 = Geographical applications

Section A:

Issues Evaluation

The material for this section

Is releasec at Easter.

Section B: Fieldwork
Aims/ Explain the advantage(s) of the location(s) used for your fieldwork enquiry. (2 marks)
ims
Location: | Explain one factor you considered when selecting a suitable question/hypothesis for your human
geography enquiry. (2 marks)
Geographical Explain why it was a suitable topic for a geographical enquiry. (2 marks)
theory/ Assess how helpful a geographical theory or concept(s) were in developing your enquiry. (9 marks +
concept: 3 SPaG)
Suggest one reason why risk assessment was important when planning your enquiry. (2 marks)
Risk | Explain how you managed one of the risks in your fieldwork location. (2 marks)
Assessment:
Describe one risk with your physical fieldwork and explain how you minimised this. (2 marks)
Assess the effectiveness of your data collection method(s). (6 marks)
Justify the use of maps or photographs or field sketches in your geographical enquiry. (3 marks)
Meihod/.daia Justify one primary data collection method used in relation to the aim(s) in your geography
collection: | ohquiry. (3 marks)
To what extent were the data collected useful in satisfying the original aim(s) of the enquiry? (6
marks)
Data For one of your geographical enquiry, explain two ways that you collected quantitative fieldwork
Presentation: | data. (4 marks)
Describe and justify one statistical technique you used to analyse the data collected in your
Analysis: geographical enquiry. (3 marks)
Explain one method you used to analyse your primary fieldwork data. (2 marks)
Explain to what extent your secondary data helped to support your conclusions. (6 marks)
For one of your fieldwork enquiries, to what extent did the result(s) and the conclusion(s) meet the
Conclusion: |original aim(s)? (9 marks + 3 SPaG)
For one of your geography enquiries, to what extent were results of this enquiry helpful in reaching
a reliable conclusion(s)? (9 marks + 3 SPaG)
With reference to your methods, results and conclusions, suggest how one of your geographical
enquiries could be improved. (9 marks + 3 SPaG)
Evaluation: [Evaluate the reliability of one of your fieldwork conclusions. (9 marks + SPaG)
With reference to one of your enquiries, suggest how you could have improved the analysis of your
data. (9 marks + 3 SPaG)
Link To what extent did your fieldwork enquiry show the links between physical and human Geography?
inks:

(9 marks + 3 SPaG)




Skills Clhecklist

Check off each of the skills in the table below as you acquire them. (A full list of the skills you need to be prepared for the exam is

found here: hitp:/'www.aga.org.uk/subjects/geography/ocse/geography-8035/subject-content/geographical-skills).

Skill

| Gotit?

Atlas maps

Can | understand latitude and longitude on maps?

Can | use latitude and longitude on maps? (e.q. using L and L to chart something onto a map?)

Can | recognise (s2e) distributions and patterns on maps?

Can | describe distributions and patterns on maps?

Can | use the scale on a map? (e.q. to measure distances?)

Can | recognise physical and human features on maps? [e.g. relief, transport networks, population movements)

Can | link physical and human features on maps? (e.g. temperature patterns and setflement locations)

Ordnance Survey (OS] maps

Can | use OS maps at different scales?

Can | understand and use grid references? (four and six figure)

Can | use scale, distance and direction? (e.9. measure straight + curved line distances using a variety of scalkes)

Do | understand gradient and contour? {e.g. being able to spot height, cakeulating height differences in two places)

Can | map gradient and contour? (e.q. drawing contour lines)

Can | identify landscape features using the key?

Can | describe the characteristics of landscape features shawn on OS maps? (e.9. a floodplain, a corrie efc.)

Can | identify and describe major relief features? (e.g. upland and lowland areas)

Can | relate cross-sectional drawings to relief features and maps? (2.q. can | see the links between a cross sectional or lang profile of a river
to the corresponding O3 map exract?)

Can | describe the physical features as they are shown on large scale maps of two of the following landscapes? (coastlines, fluvial and
glacial)

Can linfer {make educated guesses about) human activity from map evidence, including tourism? (Other examples. deforestation,
settlement, migration)

Maps in association with photographs

Can | compare maps? (e.g. compare maps with maps, and compare maps with photographs)

Can | understand and interpret sketch maps?

Can | draw and label sketch maps?

Can | understand and interpret photographs? (e.g. ground, aerial and satellte photographs)

Can | describa physical and human landscapes and other geographical features from photographs?

Can | draw sketches from photographs?

Can | label and annotate diagrams, maps, graphs, sketches and photographs? (2.9, o identify key geographical features, processes,
landforms etc.)

Graphical skills

Can | select and construct graphs and charts that are appropriate to the data | have?

Can | construct line charts, bar charts, pie charts, pictograms, histograms with equal class intervals, divided bar, scattergraphs, and
population pyramids?

If 'm given a set of data, can | suggest an appropriate way to present it? (i.e. a suitable graph or char)

Can | complete graphs and maps that have gaps? (e.g. choropleth, isaline, dot maps, desire lines, propartional symbals and flow lines)

Can | understand isoline maps? (i.e. the contour and gradient of the land, and the meanings of the numbers)

Can | extract information from graphs, maps and charts? (e.q. population pyramids, choropleth maps, flow-line maps, dispersion graphs)

Numerical skills

Can | design fieldwork data collection sheets?

Can | collect data accurately?

Do | have an understanding of data accuracy, reliability, sample sizes, procedures, and control groups?

Do | understand proportion, percentages and ratio?

Do | understand magnitude and frequency?

Can | draw conclusions from data? (e.q. if given data on various development indicators, can | make conclusions about levels of
dewelopment? If given data on global temperature change, ean | draw conclusions about likely future changes to tropical gorm intensity?)

Statistical skills

Do | understand and know how to use median, mean, range, quartiles and inter-quartile range, mode and modal class?

Can | calculate percentage changes?

Can | understand the use of percentiles?

Can | understand data that uses two variables? (e.q. scatter plats)

Can | draw lines of best fit? Can | sketch trend lines through scatter plots?

Can | make predictions based on sets of data?

Can | identify weaknesses the way that data is presented? (e.g. in chosen graph types)




Moce!l Answers

Give a disadvantage of agribusiness. (1 mark)

Possible answers include:

Due to increased mechanisation, employment in
agriculture may decline.

The increased use of pesticides and fertilisers can have

a detrimental impact on the environment, such as causing

eutrophication in nearby rivers and streams.

Removing hedgerows also reduces natural habitats for
wildlife which can provide natural predators to control
pests, e.g. ladybirds eat blackfly.

Suggest two reasons why the rate of deforestation
varies between different countries [2 marks]

HINTS: The question asks for two. Be careful that your two
reasons are different and noft just opposite to each other,
no credit will be given fo opposite statements.

Answers can include; Different levels of
development, Population density/building
settlements, Mining/mineral resource exploitation,
Political stability, Development of hydro-electricity
systems, Conservation measures.

Outline one strategy which aims to reduce the rate
of climate change (mitigation) [4 marks]

HINTS: The command word is outline; this means that you have to
give the key features of something. The question asks for one
strategy so more than this will not gain exfra credit. There are
several strategies you can choose from including; an increase in
electric car ownership, alternative fuel source, afforestation efc.
Because there are 4 marks available for one strategy your points
willhave to be well developed. See the level annotations below
fo see how the model answer develops points.

EXAMPLE RESPONSE: One sfrategy to mitigate
climate change is offoresfgﬁion. This is where trees
vP . v EX
are planted which then absorb CO2 as they grow.
v
This therefore reduces the amount of carbon dioxideP
vE
in the atmosphere. )/<A lower amount of CO2 in the
ofmosphere‘/\EviII reduce the greenhouse effect

Level 2:
4/4

v EX
leading to a reduction in global warming.

With the help of figure 17, explain how glaciated
landscapes provide opportunities for economic
activities. [6 marks]

NOTE: The command word is explain, this means that you will
have to give reasons to support your points. ‘With the help
of...”means that you have to use something from the figure.
Develop this point with your own knowledge or include another
point from your own studies. Economic activities are ones that
make money. This question is about linking the attraction of
glaciated landscapes to a way of making money. Use PEEL to
structure your work.

[P] Glaciated landscapes attract large numbers of
tourists. [Ev] They come to walk, cycle or take part
in water sports on the lakes. [Ex] These landscapes
attract tourists through the dramatic hills and long
lakes that are found in figure 17. [L] Tourists will
bring money with them that will be spent in cafes
and restaurants as well as bike or boat hire. They
typically stay for more than one night and so B&B’s
or hotels can be set up to earn money.

[P] Land is also used for quarrying [Ev] as these
landscapes can be rich sources of stone such as
limestone. [Ex] During glaciation large outcrops of
rock were exposed and so they can be easily
accessed. [L] This can be dug out of the ground and
sold by quarrying companies and will be a source of
income for local people.

Assess the importance of interdependence between
abiotic and biotic components of the hot desert
ecosystem. (9 marks)

The biotic and abiotic components of a
hot desert ecosystem are the living parts (biotic),
such as the animals and plants, and the non-living
parts (abiotic), such as the soil, rock and water
supply. The interdependence of these parts is vital
for the survival of the ecosystem.

The importance of interdependence is
shown by the existence of links between the various
parts of the food web, such as animals eating plants
that have gained nutrients from the soil.

Interdependence is also shown by the
adaptation of plants and animals to the soil and
climatic conditions. For example, the cacti store
water in their tissues, and the Saguaro cactus in
particular has small waxy leaves, which reduce
water loss through transpiration.

Additionally, people, plants and animals
who co-exist successfully in these fragile ecosystems
shows the importance of interdependence.
Overgrazing, which reduces vegetation cover and
leads to soil erosion, shows the potential damage
that can be caused by the removal or damage of
one component in an ecosystem.

The interdependence of the
components is what causes the existence of the hot
desert ecosystem and the importance of this
interdependence can be seem when it is desfroyed
and the fragile ecosystem is damaged
permanently.
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How to Revise Geography
An excellent way to revise for Geography is by using Seneca Learning and completing the tasks set by your teacher. This
can be found at: www.Senecalearning.com and by using your class code: (stuck in your planner).

Three common revision techniques that are LEAST effective =~ Whilst these methods may
in helping you revise are: y— feel like you are revising,
*Highlighting texts ] — there are many better
*Re-reading | methods to help you revise.
sSummarising text

Using Flashcards §
Simply create with questions on side and . Using the Leitner Method, using the video below

answers on the other side. You can colour code V Flash cards| https://youtu.be/C20EvKtdIwQ u YOIITIIbe
i for specific topics and quiz yourself or others. ' :

: You can also create excellent flashcards online or
E Post its can be also useful for key words and timelines on your phone using Quiz'et ° E
' Quizlet!

How to use in geograghy which also had an app. .
There are a variety of ways to use flashcards in revision for the skills you need

: Key Terms Processes Case studies Decision Making

: Create for Create for the processes Place, Reason, Impacts, Use your case study knowledge

{ key words that shape the physical Management and to Wet'.gh upfthe posuilv;:s anj

i and terms / and human world m = . negatives of a case study an
S v . rdhumanwold TR | Evaluation decide on your opinion.
. Retrieval Practice Types |

Testing what you know is a powerful tool in revision, the effort There are a number of types you can create:

to remember something really strengthens your memory « Multiple Choice Questions

Apps such as Memrise and Quizlet allow you to use or create * True or False
i your own quizzes based on topics. * Short Explanation Questions :
Create them, test yourself or get someone to test you, it’s works! * Odd One Out
i How to use in geography * If this is the answer then what is the question !
Spaced Knowledge Organisers Skills g Examples
Testonoldandnew  Useto create ‘must know’ Fieldwork, map "I || ‘Give two examples
i topics mixed up quizzes for a topic skills and graphs ﬁeld ofnn.” 5

' Transform It Venn Diagram Sequential Thinkin? wel Sequentil Thinking Mods
i Graphic organisers are a great way of ‘transforming’ your — ﬂ—m

notes/information into visual revision topics.

: They can be used to create links, show a narrative, identify the D'_lij m
causes/consequences and importance of something. S G el Thinkng Modd Thinking o Right Angls

i How to use in geography e @OO-% =, =

| 1. Fieldwork skills— Create a visual flow diagram of the how ? E_E* S, \}7 — |
you would carry out fieldwork. é -7 OOOH —
i 2. Contrasts in development — Create a Venn diagram toshow &~ B = — :
i similarities and differences between two named global cities. Spider Map Web Mind)"*cpf

i 5 5 = G = =

i 3. Concept Mapping— At the end of a week, mind map all you Rl /‘q‘\’\ § ) o) ~

! canremember about a topic and link area together. Then (= 2 N8 e \&( —x\J %g \‘(;g :
i add to your mind map using a different colour using notes. gy = I e oL

Dual Coding :

Dual coding’ is the method of putting your knowledge 7

w,t«,‘ into visual form alongside words. It increases the -

t&% chances of you remembering it. An example activity you can :
do it create a comic book

strip to show the formation
of a waterfall.

How to:

1.Use simple drawings with
matching simple descriptions

2. The drawing should represent your
understanding of the topic

3.Try to draw links between images



http://www.senecalearning.com/

