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21st April 2020 

Dear Parents and students, 
 
Welcome back to what is our first virtual start to a term!  We hope that you, your family and loved 
ones are safe and well.  The Easter ‘break’ was certainly a very different experience for us all.  We 
hope you enjoyed talking or ‘meeting’ with family and friends over the internet and were able to 
take advantage of the lovely weather, albeit very locally, to get some exercise in the sunshine.  
 
Reminder to students: check your emails, particularly at the start of the week, to find instructions 
from your teachers about your work.  Also watch out for competitions and other information from 
school on email and our Twitter feed.  
 
We are very conscious that remote working is challenging for everyone, particularly for young 
people who are away from their friends and their teachers. We’re trying very hard to balance the 
volume and nature of the work that we’re setting whilst being mindful of home circumstances and 
well-being. Accordingly, we are preparing a review of remote working to identify any changes we 
could make for the benefit of students. Please look out for emails about the review and please do 
respond if you can, we want as full a picture as possible to inform any developments to our home 
study processes.   
Given the indefinite length of the lock-down, we are also considering how best we might support 
students more directly, particularly those in Y12 and Y10, with feedback about the work they are 
doing at home. We will provide more information about this in due course.  
 
There are many unknowns about when and how schools will re-open, however, please be assured 
that we are planning for a range of eventualities.  Our key principles are to support the well-being of 
our students, to mitigate the impact of the closure on their learning and, and for Years 11 and 13, to 
ensure their successful progression.  
 
Important information for parents and students: Years 11 and 13 
Please refer to the tab ‘Awarding GCSE and A Level grades summer 2020’ on our website.  
There are two important letters:  a letter to Year 13 students from Mrs Doig, and a letter from Mr 
Brownlie to the parents of Y11 students.  These both give the latest detailed information about 
awarding GSCE and A-level grades this summer.  
 
There are two key points from these letters which we also include here: 
Study leave: 
We have decided that Year 11 and Year 13 Study leave will go ahead as planned (Y13 from 15 May 
and Y11 from 7 May).  This means that students in these year groups are not expected to attend 
school during the summer term, except in the unlikely event that the government say it is 
compulsory for them to attend.  

http://www.crossleyheath.org.uk/


Please note appropriate end of school celebrations will be arranged for Y11 and Y13 students once 
school is open again 
 
Centre Assessed Grades: 
Ofqual has made very clear that students and parents are not to contact teachers or pastoral leaders 
in school to discuss Centre Assessed Grades. This includes requests for additional work or to give 
information about special consideration. In short, you must not try to influence or seek to influence 
grades in any way.  Accordingly, staff have been expressly instructed to ignore any representations 
made by students or by parents on their behalf.  This is to protect the integrity of the grading 
process for all students.  
We are very grateful that the vast majority of parents and students have, hitherto, been very patient 
and resilient in not seeking to influence grades in what we recognise are very difficult and frustrating 
circumstances.  
 
Ofqual has prepared a consultation on the finer details of this year’s examination and grading 
processes which, whilst very lengthy, you may find of interest 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/ofqual-seeks-views-on-gcse-and-a-level-grading-proposals-
for-2020   
 
Provision for vulnerable children and children of key workers: 
As you know, the government directed all schools to close on 20th March 2020 other than to 
provide emergency childcare. The government guidance states: ‘We have asked parents to keep 
their children at home wherever possible, and for schools to remain open only for those children of 
workers critical to the COVID-19 response who absolutely need to attend.’ There is also provision 
where a risk assessment deems it is better for a child with an Education Health and Care Plan or one 
with an assigned Social Worker to attend. The government’s message is very clear: children should 
stay at home if at all possible – #StayHomeSaveLives 
We are currently able to offer emergency childcare for those eligible. The school is open 8.30-3.15 
Monday to Friday (please provide a packed lunch or a cold packed lunch can be purchased at 
school). If you have not booked a place, please email c.heaton@crossleyheath.org.uk  
Please note we are not currently able to offer places to children who are of primary school age. 
However, if you are eligible and unable to find a primary school place for your child, we can work 
with the local authority to help you find a place. Please email c.heaton@crossleyheath.org.uk  
 
Safeguarding 
Please note that safeguarding remains our key priority and it is important that you share any 
concerns. If you have any safeguarding concerns, as ever, you are free to report these direct to 
Calderdale MAST via 01422 393336 or MASTadmin@calderdale.gov.uk  If you wish to speak directly 
with Mr Chesters on a safeguarding matter please call on 07789440603 
 
Vouchers for students receiving free school meals 
We are delighted that we have, at last, been able to access the FSM voucher scheme and the first 
vouchers have been sent out.  The plan going forward is to the vouchers electronically via email, 
therefore, it is essential we hold the correct email contact details.  Thank you to parents who have 
already responded to our request to confirm your email address and other contact details. Where 
parents have not already confirmed, we are trying to make contact by telephone, but this, of course, 
relies on having your correct phone number. 
Please make sure school has your correct email address, the school will not take responsibility for 
inaccurate information provided which results in vouchers being delivered to the wrong person. 
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Communications 

Please keep an eye on our website, we will continue to update information on the homepage and 

provide links to relevant or useful guidance, support and resources.  Please also watch out for emails 

and information on our Twitter feed. 

 

To end, we’ve been particularly delighted to be able to provide PPE equipment to the NHS recently. 

Mr Barber is making equipment in our Design Technology area (suitably socially distanced) and our 

Science department have supplied masks and goggles to our local GP surgery and the hospitals.  

Thanks to Mr Barber and Mrs Grant for this fantastic contribution to the general effort against 

Coronavirus.  We would also like to thank all of our staff whether in school or working from home, 

and all of our wonderful students and parents, for the terrific efforts everyone is making to keep 

going as normally as possible and support each other, families and friends.   

 

Kind regards, 

 

 

 

 

 

Lynnette Cassidy  

Head Teacher 

 


