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Awarding of GCSE and A Level Grades in 2021 

22nd March 2021 

Dear Parent / Carer 

Following detailed discussions and planning in school I am now able to provide further detail on how 

the school will be awarding grades for GCSE and A levels this year. 

In devising our plans the school has taken full account of the Ofqual guidance to develop a process 
which will be fair and which will have integrity, as our students deserve nothing less. 
 
Our key principles are that assessments will cover as broad a range of the specification as possible so 
that all students have an opportunity to demonstrate strengths across the varied aspects of the 
syllabus.  This breadth will ensure that no individual aspect or topic has a disproportionate weighting 
and ensure that students have a sound base of knowledge, skills and understanding at GCSE/A level 
which will enable them to progress successfully to the next stage of their education. 
 
Furthermore, we have sought to give students several opportunities to show their knowledge, skills 
and understanding of each subject.  In providing these opportunities we will ensure that the 
standard required will mirror those of the usual GCSE and A levels so that students can have access 
to the full range of grades. 
 
The scheduling of the assessments was intended to give students time to settle back into school 
routines and study habits and work with their teachers to prepare for the assessments.  We know 
that many students value having extended time over holidays to revise and prepare at their own 
pace and thus we have tried to place content heavy subjects after the Easter break.  In addition, 
during the key assessment windows students will be granted leave to study at home when they 
don’t have assessments. 
 
In order to make these assessments as fair as possible all students will sit their papers at the same 
time and under the same controlled conditions in a whole school venue (sports hall or school hall), 
ensuring that nobody has any unfair advantage.  In addition, teachers in each department are 
working collaboratively to ensure consistency of approach in terms of the information and resources 
provided. 
 
We recognise that students and parents may have different views on how the nature and format of 
the assessment process in the absence of exams, but we are confident that the school has devised a 
plan that works in the best interests of all Y11 and Y13 students. 
 
Now that arrangements and timetables have been confirmed, please refrain from making any 
further representations to the school regarding assessment or the awarding of grades.  We must 
remind you that given staff’s role in determining grades this year, schools must follow strict 
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guidelines and students and parents should not contact their teachers to discuss the assessment 
process or grades.  Exam boards have been clear that students/parents should not seek to influence 
school processes in any way as this could be regarded as malpractice. 
 
 
How grades will be calculated at Crossley Heath 
  
In line with Ofqual guidance, Crossley Heath will be basing grades on a range of evidence.  This will 
include work undertaken as part of the course and any NEA (coursework) which has been 
completed, as well as information from the Spring and Summer Assessments. 
 
Assessment Windows – Spring and Summer 2021 
 
The school will be running a series of assessments which will be designed to enable to students to 
show their teachers what level they are performing at.  By doing this we can ensure that all students 
sit their assessments under the same conditions, at the same time and with the same messages 
given, something which cannot be done with classroom assessments. 
 
Spring Assessment will take place as follows: 

• GCSE: Tuesday 30th March-Thursday 1st April; Monday 19th April-Wednesday 28th April 

• A level: Monday 19th April – Monday 26th April 
 

Please see the attached schedule for timings of each assessment. 
 
During these assessment windows students will have study leave as follows: 

• Year 11: Monday 19th April – Tuesday 27th April 

• Year 13: Monday 19th April – Monday 26th April 
This means that students are only required to come into school to sit their assessments.  They 
should come in time for their first assessment of the day and may leave after their last assessment of 
the day.  For students wishing to study in school facilities will be made available and school buses 
will run as normal. 
 
Summer Assessments for GCSE and A level will take the form of a single paper (maximum 60 
minutes for GCSE and 90 minutes for A level) and are scheduled to take place in the week 
commencing 17th May – a timetable will follow in due course. 
 
 
Assessment Papers 
Each department at Crossley Heath has developed assessment papers for use at each assessment 
window.  These papers will be principally based on exam board assessment materials as we believe 
these best enable students to demonstrate the standard they are working at against a national 
benchmark.  Each department has carefully selected materials for use in these assessments papers 
based only on content covered (either in class or remotely). 
  
Art and Design 

For GCSE and A level art & design, which are wholly assessed by NEA, students’ grades will be based 

on their portfolio only.  Students can continue to work on these up until a deadline of 26th May. 

 
 
 



Quality Assurance 
 
All of the selected evidence will be assessed against national standards and will go through a multi-
stage quality assurance process within school.  This means that no one teacher will ever be solely 
responsible for determining a grade. 
 
Furthermore, the school will be subject to further quality assurance measures put in place by the 
exam boards to ensure fairness across schools. 
 

 
The last 12 months have been unprecedented in so many ways but we hope that the information 
provided here will reassure you that, despite the challenges students have faced, the school is 
determined to enable all of our students achieve the grades they deserve. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
Lynnette Cassidy – Head Teacher 
 


