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15th October 2021 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Re: COVID-19 measures in schools 

In the last few weeks, Calderdale has seen a significant increase in the number of children and young 

people testing positive for COVID-19 and we have been advised that cases amongst school children 

are at their highest point since the start of the pandemic. 

This increase in cases amongst children is leading to a rise in adult cases which in turn is putting 

pressure on local health and social care services.  The Local Authority believe that the increase in 

COVID-19 cases in adults in Calderdale is almost certainly driven by infection rates in children, who 

are catching it in schools and passing it on to their families and friends.   

Yesterday, the Local Authority issued new guidance on the precautions which schools should take to 

lower the rate of COVID-19 in Calderdale. 

In light of this new guidance, we will be putting the following measures in place from Monday 18th  

October: 

1. If someone in the household has tested positive for COVID-19 (on LFD or PCR), the advice 
is that children and young people who attend school should stay at home. 

o If they develop symptoms, they should get a PCR test straight away. 
o If they don’t have symptoms, they should get a PCR test 3-5 days after their household 

member started with symptoms (or took their test if they had no symptoms). 
o If this test is negative, the child can return to school but must stay at home and arrange 

another test if they go on to develop symptoms. 
o Please note that students who are aged 16-18 and fully vaccinated (2nd dose should have 

been administered at least 14 days prior to the date of this letter), you are not required to 
self-isolate.   

o Students aged 16-18 who and are not fully vaccinated should arrange a PCR test as soon as 
possible.  If the PCR test is negative, you should stay at home and self-isolate for 10 days to 
avoid putting others at risk.  If the PCR test is positive, follow the Government advice and 
start a further 10-day isolation period.  This means that the total isolation period will be 
longer than 10 days.  You should not take a PCR/LFD test if you have had Covid in the last 90 
days.  Further guidance can be found at www.gov.uk. 
 
Some children are exempt from this advice: 

 12–15 year-olds only, who have had at least one dose of the vaccine more than 14 days 
ago. 

 Any child who has tested positive for COVID-19 via a PCR test within the past 90 days. 
 

http://www.crossleyheath.org.uk/


Parents/carers who still want their child to continue to attend school have the right for them 

to do so.  We would, however, still strongly advise getting a PCR test for your child before 

they return. 

Reducing the risk of transmission is important for the health reasons explained above but it 

is also important to reduce the overall disruption to education.   

 
2. Unless exempt, face coverings should be worn by adults and students: 

o when moving around the premises, outside of classrooms, such as in corridors and 
communal areas where social distancing cannot easily be maintained 

o in classrooms or during activities unless social distancing can be maintained 
o when travelling to school on dedicated public transport 

Face coverings do not need to be worn by students when outdoors on the premises where 
social distancing can be maintained. 
To support good hygiene, all students should have 2 clean face coverings per day and a 
sealable plastic bag to keep the worn face covering in once they have carefully removed it.’ 

 

In addition, the school will continue with our existing precautions by ensuring that classrooms are 

well ventilated and, as the weather turns, we have relaxed our uniform rules to allow students to 

wear school hoodies in lessons and coats will be allowed at the teacher’s discretion. 

 

We will continue with our system of split break times and designated year group social areas, and 

we will also minimise the number of visitors to school wherever possible. 

Students will be actively encouraged to be outside as much as possible.  The vast majority of them 

are very happy to do so, and we see very large numbers out in the grounds and on the moor each 

day, enjoying the fresh air.   

 

We understand the above will be frustrating to some of you, and welcome to others.  The advice is 

that these measures should be temporary and will be reviewed over the half term break.  Further 

advice will be based on the rate of infection in schools along with the pressure on NHS services at 

that time.  If the advice is to continue with these measures after half term, they will then 

subsequently be reviewed every two weeks in light of the prevailing Calderdale guidance.  

 

Throughout school, the level of cooperation from non-exempt students wearing masks has been 

very high and I am sure that they, with your support, will continue to follow our protocols with the 

good grace they have shown throughout the pandemic. 

 

On top of these measures that schools are taking, families can continue to support the school by: 

o ensuring your child continues to self-administer a Lateral Flow test on Wednesdays and 
Sundays.   

o Considering carefully the benefits of the vaccination programme that will be offered to all 
children between the age of 12-15 on 2nd November. 

o If you or your child develop symptoms of COVID-19 you should book a free NHS test as soon 
as possible (www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test). You can also phone 119. Stay at home until it 
is time to take your test. 
 

Finally, we would like to thank you for everything you’ve done to keep your family and community 

safe, and for your ongoing support in these challenging times.  We are sure you’re all looking 

forward to the half term break.  We will continue to work together with you to ensure the best 

possible experience at school for your son or daughter.     

http://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test


If you or your child have any concerns about COVID-19, contact the Healthy Futures Calderdale 

school nursing team by phone on 0303 330 9974 or by text on 07480 635297 (young people) or 

07507 332157 (parents/carers). 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Lynnette Cassidy 
Head Teacher 


